
 
STO - Tuition Assistance 
   The Our Faith, Our Children, Our Future School Tuition 
Organization (STO) and Bosco Catholic School System 
(BCSS) are pleased to once again provide tuition 
assistance to qualifying families.  
   The STO program will be utilizing FACTS 
Management in Lincoln, NE to assist in determining the 
level of assistance to be awarded. 
   The FACTS application needs to be completed no later 
than March 29, 2018. The application is available online 
at online.factsmgt.com/aid . See information below.  

Don Bosco Benefit Breakfast 
   The St. Joseph Parish Don Bosco benefit breakfast will 
be held on Sunday, January 21 from 8:30 to noon at 
Reuter Hall, 313 E. Central St., Raymond, IA. The menu 
includes: scrambled eggs, sausage patties, homemade 
cinnamon rolls, hash browns, juice, coffee, and milk.  
Cost is $7.00 for adults, $5.00 for youth ages 5-11, 
children 4 and under are free. Everyone is welcome. 

DON'T 
   The Black Hawk County Sheriff's Office will again 
provide drug awareness and substance abuse prevention 
lessons for 6th graders at the IC Center. The DON'T 
(Drugs Offer No Tomorrow) lessons will be taught by 
Deputy Joe Stafford on Tuesday mornings starting 
January 23, 2018. 

Health Screenings 
   Health screenings are done in grades PK4, K, 3, 5, 7 
and 9 each year. Information is gathered for health 
records including height, weight, vision, and at some 
grade levels blood pressure and scoliosis. Students from 
Allen College of Nursing will conduct the health screens 
on Wednesday, January 24. 

The following homerooms met 
their Box Tops goal and earned a 
jean day with their spirit or 
uniform shirt Wednesday, Jan. 24.  

Mrs. Neverman, Ms. McMaster, Mrs. Wellman, 
Mrs. Olson. 

MAPs Testing 
   K-8 students will be taking the Winter MAPs tests 
throughout January. Please talk with your children about 
the importance of putting forth their best efforts to show 
the growth they have made as a student. Please do your 
best to make sure your child has a good nights rest each 
night and that they eat a nutritious breakfast. 

2018-2019 Kindergarten and Preschool 
   We are gathering numbers for our 2018-2019 
kindergarten and preschool classes. If you have a child 
who will be entering kindergarten or preschool next year, 
or if you know of someone who has a child, please fill out 
the form at the end of the newsletter and return to the 
school office. 

Middle School Learning Showcase 
   Plan to attend the Middle School Learning Showcase 
held at St. Mary Center on Wednesday, January 31, from 
6:00-7: 30pm.  
   You won't want to miss a great evening of the amazing 
potential these middle school students have to offer! 
Middle School students are required to attend. 

Bosco Trap Shooting Team 
   The sign up sheet is in the hallway for any 6th-8th grade 
student interested in the Bosco Trap Shooting Team. 
There will be information coming about the student-
parent meeting in February. 
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Absences  
   Parents should call the school office before 7:30am if 
your child will be absent. If you call before 7:00am, 
please leave a message. If you have a planned absence, 
the absence request form may be found at  http://
www.boscocatholic.org/vimages/shared/vnews/stories/
55dcc0d507de3/Absence%20Request%20form.pdf . 
Students should show the note to his/her teachers; the 
note must then be turned in to the office. 

Spelling Bee 
   The Waterloo Knights of Columbus will be holding a 
spelling bee for students in grades 4-7, on January 27 at 
Columbus High School.  
   Students interested in participating in the spelling bee 
may pick up entry form, rules and word list in the IC 
office. 

Nurse's Notes 
   How will your family stay healthy this winter? The 
number one way is to wash your hands well. We come in 
contact with a lot of common surfaces (hand rails, door 
knobs, light switches). Washing hands 20 seconds with 
soap and water is one way to avoid illness. Get plenty of 
rest. Getting everyone to bed ahead of schedule may help 
ward off illness. Eat a diet rich in fruits and vegetables.  
Bundle up outdoors. Encourage layers. Keep your hands 
away from your face. Touching your eyes and nose may 
introduce viruses into your system. Encourage everyone 
to "catch their cough". Cough into your elbow or a tissue.  
Wash your hands immediately afterwards. You can't avoid 
being around illness but washing your hands and 
practicing good health habits may help prevent you from 
getting ill.  Marianne Hickey RN  

Vacation Bible School 
   We have a group interested in hosting a week-long     
IC/St. Joseph Vacation Bible School this summer for 
students going into PK4 through 5th grade. This would 
take place at the IC center. We are looking for middle 
school and high school students to help as well as adults. 
We would ask you to complete the survey at this link 
https://goo.gl/forms/wzHEuHzQolRzFL8c2 if you are 
interested in your children participating in Bible School 
or your older children would like to help. 

Sunday's Word - Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
January 21, 2018 
   Synopsis 
As he passed by the Sea of Galilee, Jesus saw Simon and 
his brother Andrew casting their nets into the sea. Jesus 
said to them, "Come after me, and I will make you fishers 
of men." Then they abandoned their nets and followed 
him. He walked along a little farther and saw James, the 
son of Zebedee, and his brother John. Then he called 
them. So they left their father Zebedee in the boat along 
with the hired men and followed him. 
   One-Minute-Homily 
• Growth involves leaving behind one way of life for 
another.  We leave the womb to be born; we leave 
childhood to become adults; we leave the single life to be 
married.  And in the end, we leave this life for the next. 
• In today's Gospel, we see Jesus calling the first disciples 
to follow him.  They leave behind their families, their 
homes, their jobs to do something that must have seemed 
perfectly natural and completely improbable at the same 
time. 
• Each day we are called as disciples to leave behind one 
set of values, principles and behavior in order to live out 
the values, principles and behavior of a disciple. In one 
way, this seems perfectly natural; in another, it is always a 
challenge. 
• The Eucharist is often called "food for the journey" -- a 
reminder that we are always growing more fully into our 
call to be disciples, day by day, year by year. 
   For Reflection or Discussion 
Question for Children: Can you think of something you 
do, or don't do, because you are trying to be like Jesus? 
Question for Youth:  This age is an important time for 
making choices which will shape the person you become 
as an adult; do you think of these choices in terms of what 
it means to be a disciple of Jesus? 
Question for Adults, Families and Faith Communities: If 
people who know us didn't know what church we attend 
or what faith we profess, would they still be able to tell 
that we are disciples of Jesus Christ? 
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As we prepare for the 2018-2019 school year, we are gathering numbers for our incoming kindergarten and 
preschool classes. If you have a child who will be entering kindergarten or preschool next year, or if you 
know of someone who has a child, please fill out the following form and return to the school office.

Grade in 2018-2019:   (circle one)     Kindergarten     Preschool 4 year old     Preschool 3 year old 

IF two sessions are available for preschool, please circle first choice   7:30-10:30am   11:15am-2:15pm

Child’s Name: ____________________________________________________   Male   Female (circle one)

Child Date of Birth: _______________________________________________________________________

Parents Name: ____________________________________________________________________________

Address, City: ____________________________________________________________________________

Phone: __________________________________________________________________________________

Email Address: ___________________________________________________________________________

Catholic   Non-Catholic (circle one)     Parish registered: ____________________________________________

Parents,
It is time for K-8 religion classes to begin the annual instruction in human growth and development. Family 
Life lessons will be taught in religion classes sometime between January 22 and March 13.  

We will again be using the Family Life curriculum from RCL Benziger. This text presents skills and virtues for 
Catholic family living, places human sexuality within the context of Catholic family moral living, helps families 
address the complex issues of contemporary life, and offers child safety education.

Each grade level provides resources for parents, children and religion teachers to explore, reflect on and 
decide ways to integrate into their lives on five themes in Catholic family living.
God’s Gift of Family
God’s Gift of Self
God’s Gift of Life
God’s Gift of Love
God’s Gift of Community

The Family Life program includes a Parent Connection resource that supports the parents’ role as the first 
and primary educators of their children in faith and moral living. This resource provides families with moral 
catechesis for family living related to the lesson themes in the student book, practical strategies for 
communicating together as a household of faith, tips for discussing difficult issues with young people and a 
glossary of terms taught in the program according to grade level.

Parents always have the option of previewing the materials that will be used in human growth and 
development classes, including the student text and family resource book. If you would like to preview the 
materials please send a note or email to your child’s religion teacher requesting the materials be sent home.

Parents also have the option of requesting that their child not participate in these classes at school. Such a 
request needs to be made in writing and sent to the religion teacher or the principal. Feel free to contact your 
child’s religion teacher or myself if you have any questions or concerns.   
Ms. Mayer
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Dear	Parent/Guardian,	
	
The	 Our	 Faith,	 Our	 Children,	 Our	 Future	 School	 Tuition	 Organization	 (STO)	 and	 Bosco	 Catholic	 School	
System	 are	 pleased	 to	 once	 again	 provide	 tuition	 assistance	 to	 qualifying	 families.	 This	 program,	
supported	by	over	1000	donors,	provides	expanded	opportunities	to	help	qualifying	families	afford	the	
Catholic	School	of	their	choice.	Tuition	assistance	through	the	STO	is	available	to	Iowa	residents	whose	
2017	taxable	income	is	at	or	below	300%	of	the	federally	determined	poverty	rate.	STO	funds	are	only	
available	for	K-12th	grade	students.		Early	childhood	or	preschool	fees	or	tuition	are	not	eligible.			
	
The	STO	program	will	be	utilizing	FACTS	Management	in	Lincoln,	NE	to	assist	in	determining	the	level	of	
assistance	to	be	awarded.	FACTS	Management	has	an	application	that	all	families	need	to	complete	to	be	
considered	 for	assistance.	Your	personal	 information	will	be	held	 in	 strictest	 confidence	at	all	 times.	 If	
you	have	a	child	at	more	than	one	Archdiocesan	School,	you	will	only	need	to	complete	one	application	
form.	If	divorced	parents	each	pay	a	portion	of	the	tuition	bill,	then	each	household	needs	to	complete	an	
application	 for	 a	 possible	 award	 towards	 their	 portion	 of	 tuition.	 There	 is	 a	 $26.00	 non-refundable	
processing	fee	for	the	online	application	payable	to	FACTS.		
	
The	FACTS	application	needs	to	be	completed	no	later	than	March	29,	2018.		The	application	is	available	
online	 at	 online.factsmgt.com/aid	 in	 both	 English	 and	 Spanish.	 	 In	 addition	 to	 your	 completed	
application,	you	must	include	a	copy	of	current	wage	and	tax	information.		See	the	attached	“Grant	&	Aid	
Assessment”	 flyer	 from	FACTS	 for	 specific	 requirements.	 Tax	 and	wage	 documents	 can	 be	 scanned	 or	
faxed	by	March	29th.	 	We	urge	you	to	complete	 the	materials	early	 to	allow	time	 for	notification	of	any	
missing/incomplete	materials.	
	
To	assist	you	in	completing	the	application,	the	FACTS	call	center	is	open	Monday	through	Friday	from	
7:30	 am-9:00	 pm	 at	 1-866-441-4637.	 The	 FACTS	 online	 application	 also	 has	 a	 chat	 feature	 to	 assist	
parents	available	Monday-Friday	from	8:00	am-5:00	pm.			
	
At	Bosco	Catholic	School	System	we	are	happy	to	assist	you	with	the	application	process.	A	brief	video	
about	how	to	begin	 the	application	process	can	be	 found	at	www.boscocatholic.org.	 If	you	do	not	have	
Internet	 access	 to	 complete	 this	 application	 online,	 please	 call	 Casey	 Redmond	 at	 319-296-1692	 OR	
Sharon	Mayer	at	319-296-1089	at	 the	school	 for	assistance.	 If	 the	processing	 fee	 is	cost	prohibitive	 for	
your	family,	please	contact	me.	In	addition	if	you	need	to	schedule	individual	appointment	please	contact	
me.	
	
Bosco	Catholic	School	System	also	has	local	funding	to	provide	tuition	assistance	over	and	above	the	STO	
program	 thus	 providing	 supplementary	 tuition	 assistance.	 Our	 local	 assistance	 program	 is	 open	 to	 all	
locally	qualifying	families,	not	just	those	eligible	for	the	STO.		To	qualify	for	local	assistance	families	must	
first	submit	a	FACTS	application.	
	
Award	notification	 letters	will	be	mailed	on	or	before	May	11,	2018.	A	summary	 timeline	with	specific	
information	concerning	the	application	deadline	is	found	below.		
	



We	strongly	encourage	 interested	parents	 to	 complete	an	application.	The	Our	Faith,	Our	Children,	Our	
Future	STO	coupled	with	 our	 local	 tuition	 assistance	 program	will	 be	 able	 to	make	Catholic	 Education	
affordable	for	all.		
	
If	 you	 have	 questions	 about	 the	 assistance	 program,	 contact	 Casey	 Redmond	 at	 319-296-1692	 or	
credmond@boscocatholic.org	OR	Sharon	Mayer	at	319-296-1089	or	smayer@boscocatholic.org.	Contact	
the	 FACTS	 call	 center	 at	 1-866-441-4637	 with	 specific	 questions	 about	 the	 application.	 This	 is	 a	
wonderful	opportunity	for	qualifying	families.		
	
Sincerely,	
	
	
Casey	Redmond,	DBCHS	Principal	
Sharon	Mayer,	IC/SJ	Principal		
	
	

Summary Timeline 
 
January 1 Applications available on-line at online.factsmgt.com/aid. 
March 29 Completed applications must be submitted with all required tax materials scanned or 

faxed by this date. Applications with missing information cannot be processed. 
May 11 Award notification letters sent to all families who applied. 
June 1 Families receiving assistance send confirmation they are accepting/declining the 

assistance back to the school. 
 

*Note applications that are incomplete on Marc 29th or new applications after that date will be considered 
for round #2.  Amounts of any available later awards can be considerably smaller.   

 
	

 
STO Qualifying Levels 

 
The new federal poverty rates are expected in late January and will be advertised as soon as they are 
available.  Last year an Iowa family of four with an adjusted gross income at or below $73,800 could 
qualify for assistance.   
 
	

Resources	for	Parents	
 
FAQ’s for Parents 
 

- https://www.ourfaithsto.org/for-parents/faqs-for-parents/	
	
	
Video Resources for Parents 
	 	

The first video “Applying for Aid Online” https://www.ourfaithsto.org/wp-
content/uploads/2016/12/Applying-for-Aid-online.mp4  
The second video “What to Expect with Online FACTS 
Application” is only available in English and can be found at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eLw8_p7iS0Y&feature=youtu.be 

	



FACTSmgt.com

Grant & Aid Assessment

FACTS Management makes quality education affordable for families by assisting schools in  
awarding financial aid. We work with schools to create a custom application and collect financial 
data so schools can make accurate award decisions based on financial need.

After completing the online application, you will need to upload or fax all required supporting  
documentation. Uploaded documents must be in PDF format and the size of each document must be 
less than 20 MB. If you are unable to upload, fax the required documents to 866.315.9264. Please  
DO NOT use your mobile device to photo copy required documents due to problems with legibility.

The following supporting documents are required to complete the application process:
• Copy of the most recent IRS Federal Form 1040, 1040A or 1040-EZ U.S. Individual Income Tax Return  

(the year of the tax return depends on the tax requirements of the school). If applicant and co-applicant 
file separately, we require both tax returns for the same tax year. We do not require State Tax Returns.

• Copies of all the current year W-2 Wage and Tax Statements for both the applicant and co-applicant.
      NOTE: If you are applying before you have received all the current year W-2 Wage and Tax Statements,  
      please submit them as soon as they become available.

• Copies of all supporting tax documents if you have business income/loss from any of the following: 
Business - send Schedule C or C-EZ and Form 4562 Depreciation and Amortization 
Farm - send Schedule F and Form 4562 Depreciation and Amortization 
Rental Property - send Schedule E (page 1) 
S-Corporation - send Schedule E (page 2), Form 1120S (5 pages), Schedule K-1 and Form 8825 
Partnership - send Schedule E (page 2), Form 1065 (5 pages), Schedule K-1 and Form 8825 
Estates and Trusts - send Schedule E (page 2), Form 1041 and Schedule K-1

*IMPORTANT: If you file a tax return but do not have W-2 wages because you are self-employed, you will 
be required to submit a copy of your current year Federal Form 1040 Tax Return.

• Copies of all supporting documentation for household Non-Taxable Income such as:  
Social Security Income, Welfare, Child Support, Food Stamps, Workers’ Compensation, and Temporary 
Assistance for Needy Families (TANF). If you do not file a tax return, you are required to provide  
documentation of all income received. 

*All documentation received is imaged upon receipt and then destroyed.

You may login to your FACTS user account to review the status of your application. Please allow 2 
weeks processing time from the date you provided the supporting documents before inquiring  
further about receipt and/or status of the uploaded or faxed documents. Application deadlines are 
set by the institution awarding the scholarships. If you are applying after the deadline, please contact 
your school to ensure that your application will be accepted.

*A non-refundable application fee may be required before your application will be submitted.

NOTE: Award decisions are made by the institution providing the scholarship, not FACTS.

For more information, visit FACTSmgt.com/grant-and-aid



	

	

“Our Faith, Our Children, Our Future” STO Application & Award 
Timeline for Parents 2018-19 

 
***Parents are urged to complete the FACTS application and submit required tax 

documentation several weeks before deadlines to allow for communication of 
missing/incomplete materials and processing time. 

 
 
Jan 1st  FACTS Online Application Opens at online.factsmgt.com/aid 
 
March 29th  Round #1 Deadline for FACTS Applications 

• Completed	online	application	AND	all	required	tax	documentation	
must	be	uploaded	or	faxed	by	this	date.		

 
March 30th  Round #2 Application Window Opens for Incomplete Round #1  

Applications or New Applications  
 
May 11th Schools Distribute STO Round #1 Award/Tuition Contract Letters  
 
June 1st  Deadline for Parents to Accept/Deny STO Awards & Return Tuition Contracts 
 
July 13th  Round #2 Deadline for FACTS Applications 

• Completed	online	application	AND	all	required	tax	documentation	
must	be	uploaded	or	faxed	by	this	date.		

 
July 15th Round #3 Application Window Opens for Incomplete Round #2 Applications 

or New Applications 
• Note: Round #3 is subject to fund availability from any returned 

awards from Rounds #1 & 2. 
 
August 6th   Schools Distribute STO Round #2 Awards/Tuition Contract Letters 
 
 
 

 
*STO Application Round Window Summary 

 
Jan. 1st-March 31st:   Round #1 

Award Notification by Schools on May 11th 
 

April 1st-July 15th:  Round #2 
Award Notification by Schools on August 6th 

 
 

	


