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K-12 Summer Newsletter 2018 

 
From Mr. Casey Redmond: 

I hope that everyone is having a relaxing summer as the new school year is quickly approaching! We are                    
excited to get back in the swing of things with students and teachers being in the building everyday and to                    
welcome many new faces this year! Mrs. Shelby Douglas, who is not a new face within Don Bosco as her                    
daughter just graduated last year, will serve as a new face to many as the IC/St. Joe Pk-8 Principal.  

 
From Mrs. Shelby Douglas: 

Greetings! As Casey mentioned, I have had the pleasure of being a parent in our Catholic schools, first                  
at St. Athanasius and then at Don Bosco. I now look forward to my new role as Principal of Immaculate                    
Conception-St. Joseph Schools. Thank you to all that have reached out to me! I am eager to build relationships                   
with you, the parents, as well as the students, staff, and community.  

As we look to starting our school year, we have been busy here at school cleaning, planning, and                  
prepping for a fantastic year! My hope is that you are enjoying every precious moment you can with your                   
children during these less structured months of summer.  They grow up before you know it!  

One last thing, I just want to say how impressed I am with our dedicated staff. In my time here so far, I                       
have witnessed our office staff working diligently, our teachers in for tutoring and room prep (on their own                  
time), our maintenance staff working in oppressive heat to complete projects, and I am sure that’s not an                  
exhaustive list! I am blessed to be joining such a dedicated team! 
 
Back to School Business Day-Please make 
plans to stop by St. Mary Center Commons and take 
care of the business of getting back to school. 
When: Tuesday, August 7, 3 pm-8 pm 

● Make and/or schedule tuition payments. Sign up 
to make electronic payments.** 

● Purchase school supplies (pencil pouch, agenda, 
flash cards for K-8 students)** 

● Deposit money in hot lunch account** 
● E-Register- if you haven’t already completed this 

step--computers will be available. 
● Visit the PTO table and sign up to volunteer to get 

your choice of times and tasks 
● View K-8 class lists 
● Register for ABC after school child care 

**Please plan to write separate checks for each of these. 
Electronic payments can be set up for both tuition 
and lunch accounts. 

 

School Office Hours 
● Don Bosco 8:00-3:00 August 1 – August 2 

○ Closed Friday August 3 
○ 8:00-3:00 Monday, August 6 
○ 3:00-8:00 PM Tuesday, August 7 
○ 7:00-3:00 Beginning August 9. 

● Immaculate Conception 
○ 8:00-1:00 August 9-16 
○ 7:00-3:00 beginning August 20 

● St. Joseph Center 
○ 8:00-12:00 August 20 
○ 7:15-2:30 Beginning August 23 

 
If you are not available on the 7th for Back to 
School Business you will need to visit the IC or 
Don Bosco office after that date. 
 
 

 



 

Welcome new faculty/staff 
members! 

★ Katie Sandman - MS/HS Science 
★ Jazmine Myers - HS Spanish 
★ Olivia Wandro - HS English 
★ Kortney Brustkern - HS Art 
★ Shelby Douglas- Principal, IC-St. Joe 

6th Grade Orientation 
August 7, 6:00 or 7:00 

This year we would like to provide a brief orientation 
to middle school for our incoming 6th graders and 
their parents. We will run this in conjunction with 
your required 1:1 introduction on business night. 
Following the 1:1 presentation we will share 
information on how middle school will be different 
from your elementary years. We plan to keep the two 
meetings combined to an hour. 
 

**NEW** Backpack Open House 

Wednesday, August 22 
K-8 4:00-6:00 

Preschool/PreK  will start at 4:30 
*We want our staff to be able to attend Open House 

with their children as well! 
Drop in to meet your teacher(s) and bring 
your supplies to Backpack Open House! 

*This will replace the Open House traditionally held 
after school starts. 

 
Communication from School:  

Please make sure that following email addresses are 
in your contacts lists so you don’t miss important 
emails from school. 
cberry@boscocatholic.org (registration and general 
PK-8 information) 
lschares@boscoscatholic.org (tuition, hot lunch and 
general high school information) 
thogan@boscocatholic.org (activity updates) 
tmoses@boscoctholic.org (BCSS Business Manager) 
district@wordwareinc.com (lunch balance 
notifications) 
icsjnewsletter@boscocatholic.org (notification that 
the K-8 newsletter has been posted) 
dbnewsletter@boscocatholic.org (notification that the 
9-12 newsletter has been posted) 
 

1:1 Technology 
We will again this year offer 1:1 technology for all 
students in grades 6-12. Students in grades 6-8 are 
provided an iPad for use on school work. Students in 
grades 9-12 are provided a MacBook Pro. 
All returning 7th-12th graders and their parents will 
need to download the forms to be completed before 
students will be able to take the devices home for the 
year. These can be turned in on August 7, or sent 
with the student to school on the first day. The forms 
can be found under resources under the Bosco 
Catholic School System tab on our school website. 
The link for signing up for the insurance with Worth 
Ave. Group  will be available on the school website 
beginning on August 21. If you indicate that you will 
be purchasing this insurance on your forms it will 
need to be in place before your student can take their 
device home. 
 
6th graders and any 7th-12th graders 
who are new to Bosco Catholic School 
System will need to attend an informational 
meeting on August 7. Two sessions will be held, at 
6:00 pm and 7pm. The 6:00 session will be held in 
Mr. Armbruster’s classroom (Room 106) at IC. The 
7:00 session will be held in Mr. Kellogg’s classroom 
(Room 105) at IC. The meeting will include an 
introduction to the program and some key points in 
our Acceptable Use Policy(AUP). Students and 
parents will need to sign two forms at this session; a 
Mobile Device Agreement, and a Device Protection 
Plan. Devices will be distributed to students on the 
first day of school. 
The protection plan form will ask how you will help 
us protect this investment in the event of damage. 
You can choose to purchase insurance through the 
school, to cover it under your homeowners insurance, 
or to pay out of pocket. 
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Immunizations 
Incoming 7th & 12th Grade students 

Last year the Iowa Department of Public Health made 
changes to the Iowa Immunization law for the start of 
the 2017/18 school year. This change requires before 
school starts in the fall: that all students entering 7th 
grade have both a Meningococcal vaccine and a Tdap 
(Tetanus, Diptheria, and Pertussis/whooping cough) 
booster and that all students entering 12th grade have 
a Meningococcal vaccine. The Tdap requirement has 
been in place since 2013/14 school year and requires 
a booster dose of Tetanus, Diptheria and acellular 
Pertussis containing vaccine for students entering 7th 
grade, regardless of the interval since the last 
Tetanus/Diptheria containing vaccine. Pertussis 
(whooping cough) is a very contagious disease that 
causes violent coughing fits that make it hard to 
breathe. Meningococcal disease is a life threatening 
illness that is caused by bacteria that infects the brain, 
blood, and spinal cord. It easily spreads in crowded 
settings and typically affects older teens and young 
adults. All students entering 7th and 12th grade must 
have proof of these vaccinations before school starts 
in August unless the student has a current Certificate 
of Immunization Exemption. There will be no 
grace/extension period for the implementation of this 
requirement. 
 
If you have not already taken care of this, 
please schedule your students 
immunization soon. 
 
 

John Deere Matching Fund 
The John Deere Foundation Programs: Dollars for 
Doers and Matching Gifts now includes the Bosco 
Catholic School System as an eligible cause! 
Eligible employees are active US John Deere 
employees, full-time salaried and production 
employees and salaried employees in the Part-time 
Employee Program. 
Eligible employees can submit their match through 
their Employee Self Service (ESS) under the Power 
for Good program. 
The Bosco Catholic School System number for the 
matching is 530196617_024426. 
 
Dollars for Doers Program through the John 
Deere Foundation may provide a grant to any 
qualifying organization at which an employee 
volunteers at a rate of $25 per hour with a max of 
$1,000 per employee per year.  The employee must 
be volunteering with the recipient organization at the 
time the grant is requested, not a year later.  The 
program follows Deere & Company’s fiscal year (1st 
of November to 31st of October).  Dollars for Doers 
gifts must be submitted in the tool on or before the 
31st of October, to be eligible, in accordance with the 
program guidelines.  The requests can NOT exceed 
40 hours at $25 per hour for a maximum of $1,000 
total per employee per year. 
 
Matching Gift Program encourages and 
rewards John Deere employees for their personal 
philanthropy and giving.  The John Deere Foundation 
provides each eligible John Deere employee with up 
to $1,000 each fiscal year to match their personal 
contributions to charitable organizations recognized 
with 501(c)(3) status by the US IRS and qualifying 
tax-exempt schools, subject to specific restrictions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Hot Lunch Program 

 
Federal Free and Reduced Lunch Program 

Information and application forms for the free and reduced lunch program will be included with your tuition 
statement on Back to School Business Day (August 7). You can drop off your completed form at any of the 
school offices prior to school beginning, or send it an envelope with your child once school begins. 
Applications need to be completed each year. All applications will be processed in a confidential manner. 
The federal hot lunch program provides access to free and reduced lunches for all students whose families meet 
designated income levels. Over the years a number of our families have applied for and received this benefit. It 
is our belief that a number of eligible families have never applied. We encourage you to review the federal 
family income guidelines and urge you to apply if you are eligible. Your application will accomplish two 
things. First and most importantly, your children will have the benefit of the food and nutrition 
programs at reduced or no cost to your family. Secondly, our school’s free and reduced lunch count will 
positively impact federal and state funding available for the food service program at our school. 
*The federal program requires us to have a policy in place to keep balances from running too far negative. 
 

Bosco Catholic School System 
Lunch Account Policy 

 
The policy of Bosco Catholic Schools is to offer lunches to all students within the district. As a student’s 
account balance approaches a zero balance or becomes negative, the following procedures will apply. 

● Students may charge any combination of meals and milks to a negative balance of $6.00. 
○ When the negative $6.00 charge limit is reached, an alternate food item and milk will be served 

for lunch until charges are paid in full. This alternate lunch will not be charged to the student’s 
account. 

○ Students receiving this alternate lunch will not be allowed to have seconds or purchase extra 
milk. If the student attempts to purchase a milk, 2nd meal or 2nd entree with cash, the money 
must first be applied to the negative balance. 

● Parents are notified of low balances via email from district@wordwareinc.com. Please make sure that 
this address is in your contact list. 

○ Starting at a balance of $10, emails will go out on Mondays 
○ Once the balance has dropped below zero, daily emails will be sent 

● Information on menu and pricing will be available at the Back to School Business Day. 
 

Upcoming Events: Mark your calendar 
 
Mon., Aug. 6–Sports Physicals Night (6:00-7:30) 
Tues., Aug. 7– 
    Back to School Business (3:00-8:00) 
    1:1 Device Parent/Student Meeting (6:00 or 7:00) 
    6th Grade Orientation (6:00 or 7:00) 
Mon., Aug.14–BCSS Board Meeting (6:00) 
Mon., Aug. 20–Teachers return 
Sat., Aug. 18–Booster Club Golf Outing and Social 
Wed., Aug. 22 Backpack Open House K-8th grade 4:00-6:00, Preschool/PreK will start at 4:30  
*to allow our staff to take their own children to the Open House first. 
Wed., Aug. 22–Freshmen Orientation 
Thurs., Aug. 23–First Day of School 
 


