
Education Savings Account (ESA) Update:


Families,

Our administrative team recently attended a conference about ESA’s.  We are SO BLESSED that the 
Governor signed the Student First Act into law and fast tracked it so that it can be in place by next 
school year.  Fast tracking can also lead to some frustrations but the END IN MIND is what we keep our 
eyes on!


Here’s what we know:


• There will be an application process through a company called Odyssey.  It is expected to be up and 
running by the end of May.


• ALL APPLICATIONS MUST BE COMPLETE BY JUNE 30 OF THIS YEAR. (Yes, that is a short window 
but doable.) There is no cost to apply.

◦ If you are a current family and are close to that 300% poverty level, you should complete the 

application!

◦ All kindergarten and NEW families transferring from a public school HAVE TO APPLY by June 30!  

IF YOU MISS THAT CUT OFF YOU WILL NOT BE ABLE TO APPLY AGAIN UNTIL THE 
FOLLOWING YEAR. (This means that you will be responsible for tuition if you do not apply.)


• We (Bosco Schools) will continue to communicate with you as we learn more.  As soon as the application 
process becomes available WE WILL LET YOU KNOW!  

◦ We will ALSO be hosting help sessions so that you can come to our campus and we will help you 

apply if you need it.  

▪ Please note that Odyssey assured us that it is going to be a very simple, 5-6 minute 

application.  You will NOT have to provide or upload any financial data; you will provide your 
social security number and that will allow Odyssey to access the IRS to gather your tax 
data.  


▪ What they told us is that you will know almost immediately after submitting the 
application whether you will be approved or not.  There will also be an appeal process.


As I said, there are still a lot of questions and unknowns but be assured that we here at Bosco will 
continue to keep you informed as more information becomes available!


Here is a link that you can click on to find out more information directly from the state of Iowa: 
https://educateiowa.gov/pk-12/students-first-education-savings-accounts 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With support from families, we respect and encourage students to reach their potential 
Spiritually by developing a strong relationship with Jesus and knowledge of His church, 

Academically by igniting learning, leadership and life skills, Physically by learning about and 
living healthy habits and Socially by becoming active members of the community who serve 

others as stewards of the Gospel so they are the light of Christ in the world.

Please send all newsletter articles to icsjnewsletter@boscocatholic.org                                                   
by 3:00pm on Wednesday, May 3.

http://www.boscocatholic.org
https://educateiowa.gov/pk-12/students-first-education-savings-accounts


Dear Bosco Families,

   After being the school nurse 
for 9 years here at Bosco 
Catholic School System I have 
decided it is time for new 
adventures. I have loved my job 
here. The children and the staff 

have been wonderful. It was not 
an easy decision but spending more time 
with my mom, children and grandchildren 
and maybe winters in a warmer climate have 
convinced me it is the best move for me. I 
want to thank everyone for all the support I 
have received and the great memories I will 
take with me. Work doesn't feel like work 
when you do what you love everyday.  I plan 
to stay in touch.  

Thank you, Marianne Hickey RN

Bosco Booster Club Car Show this weekend!

   See flyer below.


Teacher Appreciation Week

   We will be celebrating our teachers May 1-5. See flyer 
below for details.


May 8 Busing

   Our calendar lists May 8 is a potential No Waterloo bus 
day. Waterloo will be in session, so we will have busing 
on May 8.


K-5 Spring Concert

   The K-5 Spring concert will be on 
Wednesday, May 3 at 6:00pm in the Don 
Bosco Gym. Please have your child dress up 
for this concert. Students should arrive no 
earlier than 5:40 and go to these assigned 
classrooms in the middle school:


Mr. Armbruster (Room 109) - Kindergarten & 1st

Mrs. Zimmerman (Room 107) - 2nd

Mr. Wymore (Room 106) - 3rd

Mrs. Bergfeld (Room 104) - 4th

Mrs. Knepper (Music Room) - 5th

Please contact Mrs. Knepper at  
nknepper@boscocatholic.org with any questions.

   My name is Laura Dobson, and I am 
thrilled to have been appointed as the 
new Development Director for the Bosco 
Catholic School System. You will often 
see me with a cell phone or camera in 
hand, capturing all of the great things 

going on so we can share the wonderful news of Catholic 
education. I am excited to start my new position. 

   I am originally from the South and graduated from Tulane 
University in New Orleans and The University of Texas at 
Austin, but I am proud to call Iowa my home. My husband, 
Andy, is from Cedar Falls, and we moved to the area a few 
years after college to raise our family. We have four children – 
Kelley, Chris, Courtney, and Jon. Our two younger children 
attended St. Patrick Catholic School in Cedar Falls, where we 
live. Jon is also a proud graduate of Columbus Catholic High 
School. The girls are both graduates of Creighton 
University. You can see that we are huge proponents of 
Catholic education. We treasure the way it nurtures and 
shapes young minds, and we believe in the benefits of smaller 
schools, where students receive personalized attention and 
families enjoy a strong sense of community. 

   When the kids started at St. Patrick, I was asked to help 
with marketing as a volunteer and was soon invited to join the 
staff. Later I added similar duties at the parish. It has been an 
amazing eleven years as the Advancement Director there, and 
I have enjoyed every aspect of the job. I have loved working 
with volunteers and the dedicated teachers and staff who 
provide an outstanding academic experience, spiritual support, 
and guidance.

   I am excited to bring my enthusiasm and experience to 
promoting Catholic education at BCSS. I look forward to 
meeting everyone and working together to ensure families 
have access to a top-notch Catholic education that prepares 
their children for success in life. 

~ Laura


Bosco Catholic School System   †   PO Box 256   †   Gilbertville, IA 50634

   IC 319-296-1089   †   SJ 319-233-5980 
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The Bosco Booster Club needs YOU!  

   Officer elections are coming up in May and the Booster 
Club would love for more members to get involved on the 
planning side of our activities! We are looking for people 
who have great ideas for fundraising, merchandise and 
concessions - and the ability to follow through with 
them. All families are already members of the Booster 
Club, so no joining is necessary! You simply have to 
attend our meetings to become involved. The Booster 
Club supports ALL extra-curricular activities - from 
sports to fine arts and everything in between. Our next 
meeting is Monday,  May 8 at 6:00pm in Mr. Arndt's 
Room 111.  We'd LOVE to see everyone there!


Uniform / Spirit Clothing Swap

   The PTO is planning a uniform swap again this year.  If 
you have gently used uniform clothing or spirit clothing 
that you would like to donate, please send it to any school 
office clearly labeled "PTO uniform swap." The PTO is 
planning to have this clothing out multiple times between 
now and the beginning of the school year for families to 
take what they can use!  


IC Youth Choir

   Students in grades 3-12 are invited and encouraged to 
sing with the youth choir at the 10:00am IC Mass on 
Sunday, April 30.


From Mrs. Olson… 

   It is that point of the school year when time goes 
quicker, calendars get fuller and to-do lists get longer. In 
the meantime, teachers are trying to find a way to slow 
things down while students are trying to find a way to 
make summer break come even sooner. We just 
completed our ISASP assessments (during a stint of very 
warm weather). But we haven’t reached the finish line 
yet…over the next two weeks, we will complete our 
FAST and MAP assessments for the year. With everything 
going on at school and home, now is a great time to 
Sharpen the Saw! Did you make it to our Leader In Me 
Family Night? Hopefully, you picked up a couple of 
helpful ideas about how to sharpen both your personal 
saw and your family’s. Sharpening the Saw is all about 
finding balance…take time for yourself so that you have 
the ability to accomplish everything else. Take time to 
renew your body, mind, heart, and spirit and strengthen 
your greatest asset - yourself. Please see the Balance 
Feels Best! flyer below for some ideas on how to 
“sharpen those saws”.


Youth Group

   There will no longer be Youth Group on Wednesday, 
May 10. We look forward to another season of fun next 
school year! 


Nurse’s Notes

   What do you know about sugar? Sugar not only adds 
inches to our waistline it is also harmful to our 
cardiovascular health. The American Heart Association 
recommends no more than 25 grams of added sugar for 
women and children and 36 grams for men. Reading 
labels for sugar content is a great place to start looking for 
hidden sugars. Breakfast cereal should have less than 
10-12 grams. One serving of "Fruit Loops" has 14.5 
grams of sugar. One "Pop Tart" can have 12 grams of 
sugar. Yogurt can also be full of sugar. A carton of 
"Yoplait Strawberry Yogurt" has 19 grams of sugar. Try 
serving plain yogurt with added fruit. Ketchup, barbeque 
sauce and salad dressings can have between 8-12 grams 
per serving. Ketchup has almost 4 grams per tablespoon.   
Read labels for drinks. One 12 ounce can of "Mountain 
Dew" has 46 grams. Flavored sports drinks and milks can 
have added sugar. Other names for sugar may include 
syrups, words ending with "ose" or you may just see 
sugar in the name such as brown sugar.  

Marianne Hickey RN


2023-2024 Academic Calendar

   The 2023-2024 Academic Calendar has been board 
approved. It can be found on our website https://
www.boscocatholic.org/vimages/shared/vnews/stories/
5e6a97adbd70d/2023-24%20BCSS%20Calendar.pdf 


APRIL Habit of the Month: 
Sharpen the Saw

No School tomorrow, April 28 - Professional Development Day

https://www.boscocatholic.org/vimages/shared/vnews/stories/5e6a97adbd70d/2023-24%20BCSS%20Calendar.pdf
https://www.boscocatholic.org/vimages/shared/vnews/stories/5e6a97adbd70d/2023-24%20BCSS%20Calendar.pdf
https://www.boscocatholic.org/vimages/shared/vnews/stories/5e6a97adbd70d/2023-24%20BCSS%20Calendar.pdf




      March “Leaders of the Month”


Our habit for the month of March was Synergize.  During the month we focused 
on coming up with something better than both of us had in mind, valuing 
differences, and seeking alternatives.  Students are being recognized because 
they value creativity, cooperation, and diversity.  Two leaders in each of our four 
units have been chosen. 

K-2:

Brody Frost


Camryn Fagerlind


3-5:

Audrey Blakeman

Zoey-Anne Walen


6-8:

Ashton Nie


Brayden Perry 


9-12:

Mason Kalkbrenner


Mack Ortner




Thanks to everyone that attended our Leader in Me Family Night on Wednesday!

We had a great turn out.  It was a great opportunity for students to share what they have 

learned about the 7 Habits with their families. 












     


