
Did you know… 
   We are blessed with some pretty amazing teachers here 
at Immaculate Conception-St. Joseph! They were one of the 
biggest reasons I chose to come to IC-SJ as an 
administrator.  When I came to interview, several teachers 
were on the interview committee.  I asked them, “How would 
you describe the climate and culture of your school?”  Mrs. 
Bolick replied, “It’s like our own little slice of Heaven.”  She 
went on to describe what she meant.  Her description 
included how wonderful her coworkers, students, and 
families were. Who wouldn’t want to be a part of that?!?! 
   It didn’t take me long to come to know exactly what Mrs. 
Bolick meant.  Getting to know our staff over the past two 
years has been a blessing.  They love what they do. They are 
eager to learn more.  They care so much about our kids.  
They inspire me to be a better educator!   
   We have a wide range of experience in our school from 
being a second-year teacher to being a 38th-year teacher!  
Our average years of experience in IC-St. Joseph schools is 
10.4 and our average teaching experience including all our 
teacher’s experience is 15.18!  That’s a lot of knowledge that 
directly benefits our students!  And it says so much that we 
have 4 teachers on our staff that have been in our system 
for 30+ years!! 
   Next week is teacher appreciation week across the nation.  
What a time we are all in and I do not want to diminish how 
COVID-19 has impacted every single profession but as we 
move into Teacher Appreciation Week, I want our teachers 
to know how much they are appreciated.  Our teachers have 
been working tirelessly behind the scenes learning things 
they’ve never done before and trying to stay connected with 
kids and families.  They have laughed, screamed, and shed 
tears over the loss of seeing their students every day.  And 
each day, they put on a smile and do their very best to be 
the best teacher that they can be for our kids.  I couldn’t 
be more proud! 
   Thank you Mrs. Bolick, Mrs. Olson, Mrs. Neverman, Mrs. 
Wellman, Ms. McMaster, Mrs. Ownby, Ms. Johnson, Ms. 
Schroeder, Mrs. Bird, Mrs. Gutierrez, Ms. Sandman, Mr. 
Armbruster, Mr. Kellogg, Mr. Mikita, Mr. Chicchelly, Mr. 
Bergan, Mr. Fahnle, Ms. Bogaard, Mrs. Rutherford, and Mrs. 
Rosauer!  YOU ARE ALL ROCKSTARS!!! 
   WE’VE GOT THIS! 
   Together We Stand! 
   We are Bosco Strong! 
Mrs. Douglas 

Nurse's Notes 
   There has been a lot of information out there about 
wearing a mask. Should you wear one and what kind 
should you wear? The CDC is recommending wearing a 
cloth mask in places where social distancing may be more 
difficult. This would include places like the grocery store, 
pharmacy or places that there could be transmission of 
COVID-19. The mask should fit snug against your face 
and cover your nose and mouth. Change the mask if it is 
wet or soiled. Cloth masks should be laundered in the 
washing machine on a regular cycle. Wearing  a face 
mask may help slow the spread of COVID since there are 
people that are carrying the virus but not necessarily ill.  
The more complex mask should be saved for health care 
workers and those that are more at risk. It is a personal 
decision to wear a mask or not. Studies have shown that 
they may be effective in slowing the transmission of the 
virus. Remember to stay home if you are ill. Only go out 
for necessary trips. Cover your cough. Keep your hands 
away from your face and WASH YOUR HANDS. 
   Just a reminder our students starting school or returning 
in the fall are required to have grade related health 
requirements met. Our students starting Kindergarten in 
the fall along with being up to date on required 
immunizations should have a dental visit and have a 
vision screening. Students should also have a lead test 
done prior to starting school. The lead screening 
information is submitted by your provider's office to the 
Iowa Department of Public Health and does not have to 
be turned in to school. Students entering the 3rd grade 
should also have a vision screening done. Students 
starting 7th grade are required to have a Tdap and 
Meningococcal immunization. Without this they will not 
be able to attend school. This must be done prior to the 
first day of school, there are no exceptions. Those 
students going into the 9th grade are required to have a 
dental screen. Students entering the 12th grade are also 
required to have the Meningococcal Immunization. Again 
they must have received the immunization before the start 
of the school year. Students that have not received the 
immunization or have a completed Certificate of 
Immunization Exemption form will not be permitted to 
start school.  There are no exceptions made to this.  
Marianne Hickey RN 
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Tuition Statements 
   Tuition statements were sent out today. Please look it 
over carefully for any discrepancies. If you have any 
questions please contact Leigh Anne Schares at 
319-296-1692 or lschares@boscocatholic.org . 
Thank you to all that have sent in payments.   
The address to send a payment is: 
Bosco Catholic School System 
PO Box 106 
Gilbertville, IA  50634 
OR 
You can take advantage of your Bank Bill Pay option and 
they will send a check directly to the school. Thank You! 

Garden Plants Available 
   Mr. Mikita has garden and some house plants that will 
be available tomorrow, May 1 beginning at 10:00a.m. 
There will be a wide variety of tomatoes, peppers, 
cucumbers, cantaloupe, squash. Everything is free and 
first come first served is the rule. Plants will be in the 
small greenhouse behind the band room and on all the 
picnic tables in the area and will be well marked so you 
know what they are. Please bring boxes and sacks for 
taking your plants home. Thank you and enjoy! 

 

Vacation Bible School Preregistration 
   It is time for Rocky Railway Vacation Bible School 
preregistration! Vacation Bible School is open to students 
beginning Kindergarten through beginning 5th grade for 
the 20/21 school year. The form is below. Vacation Bible 
School will be July 27-31 in the St. Mary Center from 
8:30-11:30 each day. Your child will get a snack and 
come home with a craft each day. The cost will be $20 
per child with the option of ordering a t-shirt for $8. If 
you wish to preregister, please have your form 
electronically submitted to Mrs. Wellman, Mrs. Ownby, 
or Ms. McMaster by May 22, 2020. We understand that 
there is still some uncertainty about guidelines for larger 
gatherings in the summer. We are optimistic that we will 
still be able to host Vacation Bible School at the end of 
July! We will not be taking payments until we know that 
we are for sure a go. We are also looking for parents and 
middle or high school students willing to volunteer! We 
would love to have you for as much time as you're able to 
give us. Please fill out the volunteer form and send it to 
one of the mentioned teachers. Hope to see you there! 

Mrs. Bolick is Retiring! 
   Please send a card of thanks and well wishes to: Don 
Bosco High School Attn: Mrs. Bolick PO Box 106 
Gilbertville, IA 50634 

Please send all newsletter items to icsjnewsletter@boscocatholic.org                                                   
by 3:00pm on Wednesday, May 6. 

Dear Parents, 
It is with a heavy heart that I tell you that Jaci is now in hospice. Thank you for all of your support and prayers for her 
and for her family. Jaci and her parents were so appreciative. Please continue to pray for them as Jaci begins her 
journey to heaven to be joined with her twin sister. 
Here is her mother's post. 
Combat veterans can relate to the line "All gave some and some gave all." Jaci, a true warrior in her battle against ALS, 
gave all. She has faced her diagnosis with a sense of resolve and determination and faith - knowing all too well her path 
to a cure was virtually impossible. She allowed herself to undergo groundbreaking therapy with a goal to be the first 
ALS patient to be cured of the physically debilitating and deadly disease. Jaci felt a sense of duty to honor her sister 
Alex and all those suffering from ALS by battling the disease head-on. 
It was one year ago today when this Facebook page was created because Jaci desperately needed your help in fighting 
ALS. Jaci has lived through her Christian faith, Jaci has never doubted the everlasting life promised to us by our Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ. Jaci's earthly body is tired. She is not tired of the fight - she would fight forever if she could. 
Jaci's time on earth is now short and her time to begin a new journey is near. Jaci is now entering hospice care. She is 
ready to begin the journey to be in the light of the Lord - ride a beautiful horse with angel's wings, feel the embrace of 
her sister, see family members who have gone before her and feel her strong resurrected and perfect body. 
We cannot express deeply enough the thanks to all who have supported Jaci's journey. Without all of you, we would 
have lost Jaci already, and although this last year has brought extreme ups and downs, we treasure the additional 
moments we have had to spend with our amazing daughter as she has inspired us beyond words. The support you have 
shown has lifted our hearts, warmed our souls, and helped give us hope - as without hope we have nothing. 
We cannot envision our world without Jaci, it is too painful to imagine. But the memories of Jaci's laughter, her zest for 
life, her faith, bravery, and her love for so many, will be lifelines we will desperately hold on to, to sustain us. Our 
hearts are broken into a million pieces. 
So, as Jaci enters this last phase of her life here on Earth, we have a request. At 8 pm each night, CST, could you please 
say a prayer for Jaci - thank God he gave her to us and that she never lost her faith in Him. Ask that she be comfortable 
and not be afraid. Pray for us, that we can somehow mend our broken hearts. 
Thank you all. 
Jaci’s favorite verse: Romans 8:28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who 
have been called according to his purpose. 
God Bless You All, 
Ms. Lora Johnson-3rd Grade teacher
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL VOLUNTEER SIGN UP 
July 27 - July 31, 2020 

8:00AM - 11:45AM 
Director Contacts:  

Molli Wellman mwellman@boscocatholic.org, Veronica McMaster vmcmaster@boscocatholic.org 
            Emily Ownby eownby@boscocatholic.org 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

Name:_______________________________________________________________  

Circle one:             Adult             High School Student             Middle School Student 

Email/Phone:__________________________________________________________ 

Staff Shirt $10 (optional)   S___ M___ L ___ XL ___ XXL ___ 

Middle School Students 
(circle all that interest you) 

Crew Leader Assistant       Station Assistant 

High School Students 
(circle all that interest you) 

Crew Leader     Station Assistant      Photographer       Registration/Check-In 
         (lead a mixed-aged group of  
            kids through the stations) 

Adults 
(circle all that interest you) 

Station Leader       Crew Leader       Photographer       Registration/Check-In 

Stations (check all that interest you) 
Imagination Station (arts, crafts, science) 
Loco Motion Games (active outside games) 
Music & Dance (learning & teaching theme songs & dances) 
Chew Chew Snacks (making and serving themed snacks) 
Bible Adventures (explorations/skits of Bible Stories) 

Availability:  

M ____ T____ W____ Th____ F____     All morning_____ Other_____________________ 
Sunday afternoon for set-up/decorating______ 

*Depending on our number of volunteers, we may ask that you fill a different role than your preference. 


