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Dates to Remember 

Friday, December 11 – NO School – Teacher Professional Development Day 
Wednesday, December 23 – First day of Christmas Break 

Monday, January 4 – School resumes 
 
School/Sports/Activities Picture Proposal 
Bosco Catholic School System is seeking proposals/bids for a photography company that would 
be able to photograph students for school pictures as well as sports teams, prom, and 
homecoming events.  This company would be able to provide picture packages as well as  
ala carte items with varying backgrounds for the school pictures. 
Other items that we would like to include are: 
ID cards for grades 6-12 and all staff 
Class composites for all students in grades PK-8 included in the package  
Order ala carte items or “add – on” without purchasing a “package” 
CD or download with High Resolution for our yearbooks (students and staff) 
CD or download with Lower Resolution for PowerSchool (students and staff) 
CD or download with team photos for our yearbooks 
4 up stickers of all students and staff 
 
High School Choir Virtual Concert 
Click the link below to watch the High School Choir's virtual concert! This semester, they've 
been working on the songs they had last year, but weren't able to perform due to learning 
online. However, they all loved singing the songs so much, they wanted to sing them again this 
year. I hope you enjoy the hard work we all put into making this video!  
 
https://youtu.be/Y-Yj8aMeho0 
 
‘Tis the Season-It’s Holiday, Winter, Christmas, Snow, you name it season.  It’s also donation 
season.  When you’re working on your gift list it’s a nice add-in to include a SCRIP gift card to 
everyone’s favorite store.  You pay the face amount on the card and the schools get credit (your 
family does too if you’ve got a student in the system).  If you’re thinking about reducing your 
taxes through donations the schools can accept cash, check, credit card, stocks, and crops.  Give 
us a call and we can help.  The Salesian Call is our new Sustained Giving Campaign to support 
the school operations.  There’s a gap between our parish allocations and tuition that we need 
to pay for.  Our goal is to keep our tuition low so that more families can afford to attend our 
schools.  One other way you can help is to contribute to the STO (School Tuition Organization) 
through the Archdiocese of Dubuque.  You receive a deduction on your Iowa taxes of up to 65% 
of your donation.  Other ways you can contribute are Boxtops for Education, HyVee receipts, 
Casey’s rewards, and Amazon Smile without paying anything more than you already do. Finally, 
please continue to support your parish since in-person donations are way down this year.  



NOVEMBER STO NEWS 
 

Using	Your	IRA	to	Contribute	to	Our	Faith	STO,	your	Parish	or	Catholic	School.	
If	you	are	70	½	or	older,	in	most	years	you	are	required	to	take	a	minimum	
distribution	from	your	IRA,	whether	you	need	the	income	or	not.	This	year,	you	
aren’t	required	to	take	a	required	minimum	distribution,	but	may	still	take	one	for	
charitable	giving	purposes,	if	you	wish.	If	you	are	in	this	situation,	you	can	gift	that	
IRA	distribution	to	the	Our	Faith	STO	and	receive	a	65%	Iowa	tax	credit	in	return.	
It’s	a	win-win	for	everyone.	This	IRA	distribution	must	be	given	directly	to	the	STO	
to	avoid	federal	income	taxes.	You	may	also	give	to	your	parish	or	Catholic	school	
through	your	IRA	too!	To	learn	more	visit	www.ourfaithsto.org,	call	the	parish	or	
school	office	or	call	the	Archdiocese	of	Dubuque	at	800-876-3546	ext.	219.	PUT	IN	
NOVEMBER	NEWSLETTER		

	
What’s	this	STO	all	about?	It’s	about	supporting	our	kids,	particularly	those	in	
families	who	otherwise	may	not	be	able	to	afford	a	Catholic	school	education	and	
making	the	most	out	of	your	charitable	contribution.	If	you	file	an	Iowa	income	tax	
return,	your	contributions	to	the	Our	Faith	School	Tuition	Organization	(STO)	qualify	
for	a	65%	tax	credit.	That	means	for	every	$1000	you	donate,	you	receive	an	Iowa	
income	tax	credit	of	$650,	which	reduces	your	Iowa	tax	bill	by	$650.	That	means,	for	
a	maximum	cost	to	you	of	$350,	you’re	able	to	provide	$1000	in	need-based	
assistance	to	families!	And	remember,	a	gift	to	the	STO	also	qualifies	as	a	charitable	
contribution	on	your	federal	income	taxes,	if	you	itemize	deductions.	Visit	
www.ourfaithsto.org	or	call	800-876-3546	ext.	219	to	learn	more.	

 
We	are	Thankful	for	You.	Your	donation	to	Our	Faith	School	Tuition	Organization	
(STO)	gives	the	gift	of	a	Catholic	School	education	to	Iowa	families	who	otherwise	
would	struggle	to	make	this	dream	a	reality.	With	this	gift,	families	have	the	ability	
to	choose	the	educational	setting	that	best	meets	the	needs	of	their	children	
regardless	of	their	income.	If	you	file	an	Iowa	income	tax	return,	your	contributions	
to	the	STO	qualify	for	a	65%	tax	credit	and	may	qualify	for	a	federal	charitable	
deduction.	Visit	www.ourfaithsto.org	or	call	the	Archdiocese	of	Dubuque	at	800-
876-3546	ext.	219	to	learn	more	or	you	have	questions	about	the	program.	

 
 
BLOOD DRIVE THANKS 
 

The National Honor Society would like to thank all those who were able to come out and 
donate at our Red Cross blood drive on Tuesday, November 10. During this time of COVID, we 
were so excited to have 50/52 appointments scheduled. We apologize to those we had to turn 
away at the end. It was unfortunate that the water had to be turned off in the building. Our goal 
for the drive was 44 units. With the water issues closing us down early we came up short of our 
goal, but we were able to collect 35 units.  
 



Nurse Notes - November 19th was the Great American SmokeOut.  Quitting tobacco products is 
not easy.  It takes a plan. Start with one day. According to the American Cancer Society smoking 
remains the number one preventable cause of death. The sooner you quit the more you can 
reduce your chances of getting cancer and other diseases. The American Cancer Society 
recommends finding your reason to quit.  Be prepared to quit. Consider how you are going to 
quit.  Are you going "cold turkey" or using nicotine replacement? Lean on your loved ones or 
find your support system. Find a new way to relax.  People report that nicotine helps them 
relax.  Find new ways.  Massage, reading, exercising or listening to music.  Avoid triggers. This 
may mean a place where you usually used tobacco products.  Keep trying.  If you don't succeed 
the first time try again and again if needed.  Marianne Hickey RN 
 
 
 
 


