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MISSION STATEMENT 
 

With support from families, we respect and encourage students to reach their potential 
Spiritually by developing a strong relationship with Jesus and knowledge of His Church.  

Academically by igniting learning, leadership, and life skills.   Physically by learning about and 
living healthy habits and Socially by becoming active members of the community who serve 

others as stewards of the Gospel so they are the Light of Christ in the world. 

 

 
 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
Sunday, January 30 – Friday, February 4 – Catholic Schools Week 
Friday, February 11 – NO SCHOOL  Professional Development Day 

Friday, February 18 – NO SCHOOL 
Friday, February 25 – NO WATERLOO BUSSES  

 
 
Changes for 2022-2023 
   E-Registration will look a little different for the 2022-2023 school year. Beginning with 
the name, e-registration will be called Enrollment Express. 
   The E-Registration menu icon will no longer be displayed for families in PowerSchool. 
   If you need to make updates (address, phone #, e-mail address, health info, 
emergency contact info, medication info) please email Ms. Berry and she will make the 
changes in PowerSchool. 
   More information about Enrollment Express (registration) will be coming in May. 



 
From Mr. Redmond: 
 
Spiritually: The last week in January (January 30 - February 5) is National Catholic 
Schools Week! We will be going to Mass on Monday and Friday of that week. 
 
Academically: In January, I made a presentation to the student body during DONS 
Hour on effective learning strategies.  I encourage you to ask them about it to see what 
they can remember from it:) 
 
Physically: Our students will have the opportunity to work on a variety of service and 
STEM projects during Catholic Schools Week.  These include making blankets for 
Project Linus, chew toys for the Cedar Bend Humane Society/Buchanan County, and 
worry dolls for the Women’s shelter. They will also kick off a penny war for St. Jude 
Children’s Hospital. 
 
Socially: In February, we host the Iowa Star Conference Speech Festival.  With that, we 
have the opportunity to take a trip with students and staff to create space for the other 
schools attending in the afternoon on February 23.  We are looking into going bowling 
or going to a movie with final details still being worked out.  Looking forward to seeing 
them outside of the classroom setting during the school day! 
 

A resource you may enjoy for families: A book titled 7 Habits of Highly Effective 
Families: Building a Beautiful Family Culture in a Turbulent World by Steven 
Covey.  His son Sean Covey wrote a book for teens too! 
 
 
Owen’s Story 
 

14 year old Owen Gahn, the grandson of our Counselor here at the High School, Mrs. 
Bayliss, was recently diagnosed with a rare form of brain cancer. He is currently receiving 
treatment at the University of Iowa Children’s Hospital. Owen is a freshman at Iowa City High 
School. He enjoys competing in cross country, reading, and playing video games. 

To raise funds and awareness for Owen, we will be holding one out of uniform day each 
month across the Bosco Catholic School System. Bosco System students can bring in a 
minimum donation of $1 on any or all of the following dates to be out-of-uniform for the day: 
February 15th, March 15th, April 12th, and May 10th. Out-of-uniform attire may be informal but 
must be school-appropriate. To learn more about Owen or contribute to his GoFundMe, visit the 
link below. Please keep Owen and his family in your prayers. 

- The Don Bosco Lighthouse Team 
 
https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/owengahn 

 
 
 



GILBERTVILLE SPLASH PAD - The City of Gilbertville approached the school system about 
working together to create a mural to go on the wall that is a backdrop to the splash pad and 
Veterans park. All middle and high school students were encouraged to submit an entry to be 
considered. The entries were then posted in City Hall during the holiday open house for 
residents to vote on their favorite. Thanks to MS students Paisley Parker and Drew Wanger and 
HS students Alayna Johnson and Abby Steimel for submitting entries. Congratulations to Abby 
Steimel whose entry received the most votes and will be painted on the wall this spring. 
 
Fine Arts & Distinguished Alumni Hall of Fame Nominations Sought 
Do you know a Don Bosco High School Alum that should be recognized for their 
accomplishments? We are looking for nominations for the Don Bosco Fine Arts & Distinguished 
Alumni Hall of Fame. Applications and qualifications are listed on the school’s website at 
BoscoCatholic.org>Athletics & Activities>Hall of Fame. Fine Arts Nominations are due to Heidi 
Rottink (hrottink@boscocatholic.org) by March 1st. Honorees will be notified, and the awards 
will be given at either the Spring Musical or Spring Concert. Distinguished Alumni Nominations 
are due to Chris Kangas (ckangas@boscocatholic.org) by April 1st. Honorees will be recognized 
at this year’s graduation ceremony. 
The Volunteer of the Year award is presented in conjunction with the PTO at the Friday morning 
mass during Catholic Schools Week. Nominations are due to the PTO by the end of December. 
Athletics Hall of Fame honorees are inducted over the Thanksgiving break and Nominations are 
due to Tom Hogan (thogan@boscocatholic.org) by the 15th of October. 
Due to the Covid-19 virus we have only recognized the Volunteer of the Year award in 2020 and 
2021 and we will resume our other recognitions with the Fine Arts awards (multiple awards) 
this spring.    
 
 
 
 
STO NEWS 
STO's latest Facebook post about Pledging to donate in 2022. 
https://fb.watch/aFzjAvq_m4/ 
When we hit 2021's goal in early December, approximately 300 donors from the previous year 
missed out on a chance to receive their 75% Iowa income tax credit. 
By accepting pledges, in effect, we're allowing donors to reserve their 75% Iowa income tax 
credits. 
We hope this will greatly benefit donors who have missed out in previous years.  
 
The link for the January STO Newsletter can be found here. 
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/24876/documents/2022/1/STO%20Newsletter%20Januar
y%202022-1.pdf 
 
 
 
 



NCYC INFORMATION - Parents of Current 9th and 10th graders: There will be a 
parent/student interest meeting Wednesday, March 2nd, at 6:30pm. The meeting will be 
in Mrs. Rohret's room 125 in the high school.  This meeting is for anyone interested in 
attending NCYC in 2023. NCYC (National Catholic Youth Conference) will be held in 
Indianapolis in November of 2023. At the conference, students will be with thousands of 
other high schoolers partaking in the sacraments, prayers, and other fun activities such 
as team building and trading. Come to the meeting to find out more information!  
 
Extra-Curriculars Particulars by Mr. Hogan 
 
It’s hard to believe but the end of the winter sports season and activities are drawing to a close. 
Your support for our students involved in many different activities is what will lead to success at 
the end of the season. Postseason assignments will be coming out soon for the sports teams so 
make sure you follow the Activities Calendar for dates, times, and locations.  
 
For information on when activities are happening, please go to our Bosco Catholic School 
System website and find the Athletic Calendar near the bottom of the home page.  
 
NURSE NOTES - Looking to have a better day?  Start the day with breakfast.   It may take 
some planning and even changes to your routine.  Studies show that starting out the day with 
breakfast can improve overall learning.  It not only helps with test performance but also daily 
learning.  Breakfast can be left over pancakes or waffles made over the weekend.  Smoothies 
made with Greek Yogurt contain protein or hard boiled eggs peeled and put in a baggie.  Even 
leftover pizza heated up or cold contains grain, protein and maybe veggies.   Try to get some 
protein to start the day.  Fuel your brain!   Marianne Hickey RN 
 
 

 
 
 
 

HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY 



 
 
 

Bosco Catholic School System 
Catholic Schools Week 2022 

Sunday, January 30— Celebrating Our Parishes 
Fill the pews at Mass this weekend 

Monday, January 31— Celebrating Our Communities 
7:45  K-12 Mass—All are invited to join us to celebrate the feast of our 

system Patron St. John Bosco 
K-8 VIP Celebration In St. Mary Center—following Mass 

All parishioners/guests are welcome to join us for: 
Refreshments/Photo booth/Visit Classrooms 

Tuesday, February 1— Celebrating Through Service 
Service Day Activities (K-12) 

Blankets for Project Linus 
Chew Toys for Cedar Bend Humane Society/Buchanan County 
Humane Society/River Road Rescue Sanctuary 
Worry Dolls for Women’s shelter 
Kick off Penny War for St. Jude Children’s Hospital 

Faith Buddy Activities (K-12) 
Catholic Jeopardy 
Card Games 
Gym Activity 

STEM activities by unit 

Wednesday, February 2— Celebrating Our Students 
Teacher Swap (K-12) 

Thursday, February 3— Celebrating Vocations 
Vocations videos shared in classrooms K-12 

Friday, February 4— Celebrating Faculty/Staff/Volunteers 
First Friday 

7:45 Mass 
8:15 – 11:30 Adoration 
11:30 Benediction



 
529 Plans for 2022 
The amount taxpayers can deduct from their Iowa taxes for contributions to a 529 plan changes 
each year has increased. The State Treasurer just released the new amount for 2022, which is 
$3,522 per taxpayer/per child. Up until the May 2, 2022 state tax filing deadline, taxpayers can 
still donate to a 529 and include it as a deduction on their 2021 taxes (at the 2021 rate of $3474 
per taxpayer/child) as well.  
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Iowa 529 Savings Plans Information 

 
Disclaimer  
This fact sheet is not intended to provide tax or legal advice. If you are considering using 
an Iowa 529 plan for K-12 purposes and you have specific questions about your impact, 
please seek guidance from a tax professional or an attorney. This document is subject to 
change.  
 
Federal Law Change  
Beginning in 2018, qualified expenses for federal tax benefit purposes include K-12 tuition 
at public, private, or religious schools up to $10,000 per year per student in the 
aggregate across all qualified tuition programs for a designated beneficiary.  
 
Iowa State Law Change  
The Iowa Tax Reform legislation signed into law in June 2018 contained provisions related 
to distributions from an Iowa 529. The tax provisions were retroactive to Jan. 1, 2018. 
Under this legislation Iowa taxpayers can use assets in one of the plans under the Iowa 
Education Savings Plan Trust to pay for K-12 tuition with no Iowa state tax consequences 
if:  

x The beneficiary attends an elementary or secondary school in the state of Iowa;  
x The elementary or secondary school is accredited under Iowa Code Section 

256.11; and  
x The elementary or secondary school adheres to the provisions of the federal Civil 

Rights Act of 1964 and Iowa Code Chapter 216.  
 
State tax treatment of K-12 withdrawals is determined by the state(s) where the taxpayer 
files state income tax. If you’re not an Iowa taxpayer, please consult with a tax advisor.  
 
FAQ’s  
 
What are the potential Iowa income tax benefits of a 529 account? 
All of your College Savings Iowa 529 account earnings are exempt from Iowa state 
income tax.  Iowa taxpayers can deduct up to $3,522 in contributions per beneficiary 
(student) account from their adjusted gross income for 2022.   The contribution deduction 
amount changes yearly.  
 
So for example, a family of two parents and two children that maximizes its contributions 
per account could deduct up to $14,088 (4 x $3,522) from their income taxes on their 
2022 state taxes.  
 
Up until the state tax filing deadline of May 2, 2022, taxpayers may still contribute to their 
529 accounts and deduct the contribution on a 2021 tax return.  When making 
contributions for the 2021 tax year in the 2022 calendar year, make sure to mark the tax 
year you want the contribution to count towards on your contribution coupon or when 
making your electronic transfer. 
 
 



 


