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MISSION STATEMENT 
 

With support from families, we respect and encourage students to reach their potential 
Spiritually by developing a strong relationship with Jesus and knowledge of His Church.  

Academically by igniting learning, leadership, and life skills.   Physically by learning about and 
living healthy habits and Socially by becoming active members of the community who serve 

others as stewards of the Gospel so they are the Light of Christ in the world. 

 
DATES TO REMEMBER 

Wednesday, May 18 – Senior Awards Program – Don Bosco Gym 
Wednesday, May 18 – Spring Concert – 7:00 pm – Don Bosco Gym  
Wednesday, May 18 and Thursday, May 19 – Senior Semester Tests 

Sunday, May 22 – Graduation practice- 9:00 am Don Bosco Gym 
Sunday, May 22 – Baccalaureate Mass – 10:00 AM Immaculate Conception Church 

Sunday, May 22 – Graduation Ceremony following Mass – Don Bosco Gym 
Tuesday, May 24 and Wednesday, May 25 – Grades 9-11 Semester Tests 

Wednesday, May 25 – LAST DAY OF SCHOOL 12:10 dismissal 
 
 

 



From Mr. Redmond: 
The end of this school year is rapidly approaching!  We have been blessed with many 
highlights this school year and are excited to finish the year strong with several 
events.   Spiritually, the students have their annual retreat experiences April 27 and 
28, the seniors’ Baccalaureate Mass on May 22, and a faith buddy activity.  Both the 
senior awards night and graduation events are great ways to recognize students' 
academic achievements; in addition to physical accomplishments related to 
extracurricular activities.  Socially, graduation parties will be happening, prom at the 
end of April and the Leader in Me habit of the month for April was synergize which 
entails how to work cooperatively with others. 
 
End of Year Events:  

• Seniors Treat Seniors was held April 6  
• Prom is scheduled for April 30.   
• Senior Awards and the Spring band and vocal concert will be Wednesday, May 

18, starting at 6 pm.   The Fine Arts Hall of Fame recognition will happen that 
night as well.  

• Senior Finals will be held May 18 and May 19 
• Baccalaureate Mass will be May 22 at 10 am at IC Church followed by the 

ceremony in the DB Gym. Distinguished Alumni recognition will happen during 
the ceremony as well. 

• Last day of school is May 25 for students and May 26th for the teachers. 
 
 
A resource you may enjoy: A website titled Dynamic Catholic.  I personally have 
been signed up to receive the daily reflections for a few years now and have enjoyed 
them! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



On Wednesday, May 18, we will hold our Senior Awards at 6:00 PM in the Don Bosco Gym. 
This is a great time to celebrate the Class of 2022 and their accomplishments. At the conclusion 
of the Awards, we will honor our 2020 and 2022 Fine Arts Hall of Fame nominees, Patricia 
Brennan and Mary Merkel-Hess. At approximately 7:00 PM, the band and choir will hold their 
spring concert.  
 We encourage all senior class members, families, and friends to attend the entire evening. 
There are so many wonderful things going on that evening at our school. Seniors will be honored 
for their hard work; we will recognize two women who exemplify the portrait of a Don Bosco 
graduate and hear the amazing talent of the Don Bosco band and choir. 
 

 
Patricia Brennan – Class of ’66 – 2020 Fine Arts Hall of Fame 

Patricia Brennan is the author of twenty-six books for young readers, including picture 
books, photodocumentaries, and biographies. (Her pen name is Patricia Brennan Demuth. But 
she insists, “Just call me Pat.”)  
 During the past ten years, Pat has authored eleven Who Was...?/What Was...? books—a 
popular series of biographies and history books published by Penguin Random House for ages 8–
11. Two million copies of her books are in print worldwide. They’ve been translated into several 
languages including Spanish, Romanian, Arabic, Vietnamese, simplified Chinese, and Turkish.  
Her most recent book is Who Is Ruth Bader Ginsburg? A high point of her career was 
interviewing the Supreme Court Justice in her chambers in Washington, D.C. in 2017. 
 Pat recalls her first publication experience, writing articles for The Bosco Bugle at Don 
Bosco. Today, when she speaks to schools, she encourages budding authors to write for their 
school papers. After graduating from Don Bosco in the class of ’66, Pat attended the University 
of Wisconsin. She married her hometown beau, Jack Demuth, a ’67 Don Bosco graduate, and the 
two relocated to New York City. Jack was a photographer, so they broke into publishing together 
by doing photodocumentaries—Pat wrote the text and Jack took the photos. 
 A book especially meaningful to Pat and Jack was Joel Growing Up a Farm Man, in 
which they documented the life of a boy on a family farm—the kind of farm where Jack himself 
and many of their Iowa classmates were raised. Along with their two sons, Daniel and Luke, the 
couple lived for an entire year near Joel’s farm to document the hard-working, robust life of a 
family farm kid. Joel Growing Up a Farm Man was chosen Best Book of the Year by the 
Society of Midland Authors and became a Junior Literary Guild selection.  
 Additional awards for Pat’s books include the Georgia Children’s Storybook Award; 
Outstanding Science Book from the National Science Teachers Association; nomination for one 
of the “Top Books of the Century” for Instructor Magazine; and Outstanding Book in Social 
Sciences from National Council for the Social Studies.  
 Now Pat lives in Evanston, Illinois, the fortunate mother of two grown sons and three 
grandchildren. Her website can be found at brennan-demuth.com. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Mary Merkel- Hess – Class of ‘67– 2022 Fine Arts Hall of Fame 
Mary Merkel-Hess, a 1967 Don Bosco graduate grew up within an extended family near 

Gilbertville. Merkel-Hess’s drawing talent was noticed early, and she began to make paintings 
while still in high school. But painting held little fascination for her and ignoring advice to attend 
art school, she entered Marquette University, intending to become a social worker. Once there, 
she studied sociology and philosophy. She earned a BA in 1971. 

In the early 1970s Merkel-Hess began to study art. A three-month stay in Italy further 
deepened her artistic interests and she returned to the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee to 
study fiber with Ruth Kao and metal smithing with Mary Tingley, receiving a BFA in 1976. She 
entered graduate school at the University of Iowa in Iowa City to study with Chunghi Choo. 
Toward the end of her graduate studies, she began making rugose (folded) metal vessels and as 
an extension of that idea, paper ones. The paper provided freedom from the constraints of 
working in metal and became a major interest after she received her MFA in 1983. 

Upon graduation Merkel-Hess became a full-time studio artist with occasional breaks to 
teach and do workshops. She developed her own techniques for working with paper.   

Her work is exhibited widely and is in many private and public collections including the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York; the Museum of Art and Design, New York; the 
Philadelphia Museum of Art, Pennsylvania; the Renwick Gallery, National Museum of 
American Art, Smithsonian Institute, Washington, DC.    

She lives in Iowa City and is married to Stephen Merkel-Hess, a retired teacher. They 
have two adult children and three grandchildren.  

 
NURSE NOTES - How do you plan for your weekly meals?  Is it a last-minute thought or do you 
work off a plan? Spring can be a busy time. Time spent planning can save you time in the future. 
Some basic tips for meal planning include checking out the freezer, refrigerator, and pantry to 
see what you have available.  This could save you money by using what you already have on 
hand. Consider using a worksheet with the 7 days on it.  This will assist you in making your list 
of what you may need. Make a list of recipes you would like to try based on what you have on 
hand and the time available for meal preparation.  Consider prepping meals on weekends when 
you may have more time available and then heat them during the week for a quick meal.   Plan 
how to use leftovers; this includes ingredients used in recipes.  Include children in your menu 
planning and meal prep.  This gives them more desire to try new things.  Marianne Hickey RN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
SPRING AWARDS CONCERT 
 
The High School Band and Choir and middle school band will present their spring concert on 
Wednesday, May 18th at 7:00 pm. The concert will begin with the middle school band 
performing a piece followed by the high school choir and then some selected events that 
performed at the recent State Solo and Ensemble Contest. Finally, the concert will end with the 
high school band performing their three State Large Group pieces that they recently performed at 
the State Large Group Contest at East Buchanan. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS to Abby Koppmann, Cali Weber and Caitlin Wayson. All three girls 
were chosen Best of their performance center at the recent Solo and Ensemble State Contest held 
at Don Bosco. Receiving this award allows these girls to attend the Outstanding Performers 
Concert at Iowa State University on May 17th. Abby was chosen for her Flute Solo; Cali was 
chosen for her Horn Solo and Caitlin was chosen for her Clarinet Solo. These girls will perform 
with other outstanding performers from around the State of Iowa that received the same award at 
their contest site. 
 

On Wednesday, May 18th, the Music Department will present their Spring Awards Concert at 
7:00pm. The high school choir will lead off the concert followed by the 5th/6th grade band and 
then a few events from the recent State Solo and Ensemble Contest will perform, followed by the 
high school band performing its three pieces from the recent State Large Group Contest.  It is 
sure to be an evening of great music. Please come and join us in the high school gymnasium at 
7:00pm. 
 

On Saturday and Sunday, May 14th and 15th, the Horticulture Class under the leadership of 
Brandi Baker will be offering vegetable and flower bedding plants for only a donation to the 
Horticulture / Greenhouse fund. Mr. Mikita will have bedding plants and house plants available 
also. Come anytime between 8:00am and dark on either Saturday, May 14th or Sunday, May 
15th and see what we have available. All kinds of Tomatoes; Peppers, Cucumbers, Pumpkins, 
Squash and flowers will be available. Come see what we have to offer!! Hopefully by this 
weekend in May we will have steady constant WARM weather! 



Extra-Curricular Particulars - Since we do not have the ability to offer some activities to our 
students at Don Bosco, we are fortunate to be able to join forces with Waterloo Schools and 
Columbus Catholic to expand our offerings. Our students have the opportunity to join the 
Swimming & Diving team through the Waterloo Schools and Soccer and Tennis with Columbus 
Catholic.  
 
The Swimming & Diving team is our most recent addition. The diving team is coached by Amy 
Kimball who is the mother of Daniel, Lauren, and Andrew who have been or currently are 
students at Don Bosco. Abby Koppmann is competing for the team. 
 
Soccer and Tennis have been offered through Columbus for many years now. We currently have 
several students on both the boys and girls Soccer teams. Those on the girls team this year are 
Nikalya Youngblut, Makena Youngblut, Braxtyn Smith, Danie Savage, and Emily Naughton. 
The boys playing for Columbus are Emerson Hahn and Delsin Savage. Addison Schares and 
Reegan Tietz are our current students on the Tennis team. 
 

Amazon Smiles - There is a program available called Amazon Smile that you can use instead 
of Amazon and designate Bosco Catholic School System as your charitable organization.  You 
can use your same user sign in and password as you presently use but sign in to 
www.smile.amazon.com instead of amazon.com.  Once you sign in, you can select your 
charitable organization (Bosco Catholic School System) and then every quarter 0.5% of your 
purchase is given to our school.  

AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon with the same products, prices, and shopping 
features as Amazon.com.  The difference is that when you shop on AmazonSmile, the Amazon 
Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products to the charitable 
organization of your choice. 
 
SCRIP Program – Remember to use Scrip for food, gas and entertainment throughout the year.  
Proceeds from the scrip program benefit the families that use it to help offset tuition for the 
following school year.  Any Scrip not designated for a specific family goes right back to the 
school.  For more information on the Scrip Program click on the link below.  
https://www.boscocatholic.org/vnews/display.v/SEC/Giving%7CSCRIP 
 

Waterloo Buses 
   Our Academic Calendar lists May 13 as potentially no Waterloo buses. As of now, Waterloo 
will not be in session on May 13. So we will NOT have Waterloo busing on May 13. 
 

 

 



End of Year Events 
Senior Awards and Scholarship:  This event will be held at 6:00 p.m., 
Wednesday, May 18, 2022.  Dress for this event is business casual attire.   
 

Appropriate attire: casual slacks, khakis, collared golf shirts, collared sport 
shirts, crew neck sweaters, turtleneck and mock turtleneck shirts and sweaters, 
dresses or skirts. 
 
Inappropriate attire: Shirts: Tank tops, t-shirts, halter/tank tops, low-cut 
necklines, etc.   Blouses: Spaghetti-strap blouses (or dresses), low cut, exposed 
midriff, tank tops, tube tops, spaghetti straps, sheer fabrics, halters or other 
backless tops, etc. 

   
 
Finals and Last Day: Finals for seniors will take place in the morning of May 18 
and 19 with Thursday May 19 being the last day.  All school items must be turned in 
before they leave (books, computer, etc.). 
 
 
Graduation Practice: This will be done in Don Bosco Gym at 9:00 am., Sunday, 
May 22, 2022.   
 
 
Baccalaureate Mass: 10:00 a.m., Sunday, May 22, 2022.  
  
 
Graduation: Don Bosco Catholic High School Gym, following Baccalaureate 
Mass.  Please be sure to dress-up for the occasion. 
 
 
Gowns and caps will be provided to the students by the school prior to the date and then 
returned directly after the ceremony in the DB outer office. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Senior Class Final Schedule 
 
Note that 9th - 11th grade will have the normal class using the schedules below. 
 
Wednesday, May 18, 2022 
7:30 – 8:55 – 1st period final 
9:00 – 10:20 – 3rd Period final 
10:25 – 11:45– 5th Period final 
11:45– 12:15 – Lunch 
12:20 – 1:05 – 6th period final 
1:10 – 2:30 – 7th period final 
 
Thursday, May 19, 2022 
7:30 – 8:55 – 2nd period final 
9:00 – 10:20 – 4th Period final 
10:25 – 11:45– 8th Period final 
(After 8th/Lunch- Seniors will check out of the locker, return classroom items and return 
computer/related items.) Must clean inside and outside of locker 
11:45– 12:15 – Lunch 
12:20 – 1:05 – 6th period 
1:10 – 2:30 – DONS 
 
 

All	students	MUST	attend	all	of	their	classes	including	study	hall	and	gym	class	as	
scheduled	for	Thursday	and	Friday	finals. 
 
Staff	is	responsible	for	providing	semester	tests	that	are	cumulative	and	rigorous.	Finals	
may	consist	of	essays,	individual	assignments/projects,	and/or	student	interviews	that	are	
skills	and	content-oriented.	Multiple	choice	and	T/F	questions	may	be	part	of	the	test	but	
should	be	very	limited	in	the	overall	test	assessment.	As	necessary,	staff	can	extend	the	
individual	project/assignments	outside	of	the	normal	finals	testing	periods.	The	final	
should	be	worth	no	more	than	10%	of	the	overall	semester	grade. 
 
Staff	is	responsible	for	the	entire	time	of	finals	testing	for	the	students.	Students	are	not	to	
be	released	from	the	classroom	during	the	testing	times.		We	don’t	want	them	wandering	
the	hallways	and	disrupting	other	students	trying	to	take	finals.		They	must	have	other	
items	to	do	after	they	are	done	taking	the	final. 
 
Dress	for	finals	for	students	is	casual. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Finals for 9th-11th grade will be held May 24 and May 25. 
 
Tuesday, May 24 
 
7:30 – 8:50 – 2nd period final 

9:00 – 10:15 – 3rd Period final 

10:25 – 11:40– 4th Period final 

11:40– 12:05 – Lunch 

12:05 – 1:15 – 6th period final 

1:20 – 2:30 – 8th period final 

 
Wednesday, May 25 
 
7:30 – 8:50 – 1st period final 

9:00 – 10:15 – 5th Period final 

10:25 – 11:40– 7th Period final 

11:45– 12:10 – Lunch 

 
After 7th period/lunch students will check out of their locker, return classroom items and 
return computer/related items. Must clean inside and outside of locker 
 
All students MUST attend all of their classes including study hall, gym class, and the 
afternoon activities as scheduled. 
 
Staff is responsible for providing semester tests that are cumulative and rigorous. Finals 
may consist of essays and individual assignments that are skills and content oriented. 
 
Multiple choice and T/F questions may be part of the test but should be very limited in 
overall test assessment. As necessary, staff can extend the individual assignments 
outside of the normal finals testing periods. The final should be worth no more than 10% of 
the overall semester grade. 
 
 
Dress for finals:   May wear regular school dress code, jeans, or sweats. 
 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 

Dear Teachers, Parents & Students,

This year our theme for Teacher Appreciation Week is YOU'RE THE BEST IN THE
WORLD!  Below is an itinerary of weekly events along with a suggestion of ways you
can contribute to the fun of showering our teachers and staff with the appreciation they
deserve!

TEACHER & STAFF
APPRECIATION WEEK

MAY 2 - MAY 6

MON  2 TUES  3 WED  4 THURS  5 FRI 6
THANK YOU IN

AMERICA!

Teachers receive
donuts & juice.

Students & Staff
wear RED,

WHITE & BLUE
out of uniform

day!

* Postcards will be sent home that your child can return on Wednesday to their teachers
with their words of appreciation.  Make copies for all your teachers or create your own!    

We can't wait for all the fun to begin!  
Please contact BCSS PTO with any questions.

MAHALO IN
HAWAII!

Teachers receive
Jimmy Johns lunch

and lemonade.

Students: Help
your teachers relax
by being proactive
in the classroom! 

MERCI IN
FRANCE!

Teachers receive a
dessert bar.

Students: Bring
your teachers a

postcard that says
what you

appreciate about
them. Don't forget
specials teachers!

XIEXIE IN ASIA!

Teachers will dress
like a TOURIST for

our Best Tourist
Contest voted on by

students.

Students: High five
your teachers today

because you
WON-TON to say

thank you from Asia!!

MUCHAS
GRACIAS IN

MEXICO!

Teachers receive
chips, queso,

salsa, virgin margs
& pinata fun!

Students: We
mustache you a

question, can you
compliment your
teachers today?

Merci!
Grazie!

Thank You!
Do jeh, daw-dyeh!

Danke Sehr!

Dank U!


